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SUBJ: AMERICAN PARTICIPATION IN SYRIAN PETROLEUM EXPLORATION 
DEAR MR. OSMENT: 

1. SINCE RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN SYRIA AND THE 
UNITED STATES A YEAR AGO, SYRIAN OFFICIALS AT THE HIGHEST 
LEVELS, INCLUDING PRESIDENT HAFEZ AL-ASAD, HAVE STRONGLY EN- 
COURAGED US TO INFORM AMERICAN OIL COMPANIES OF THE OPPORTUNI- 
TIES PRESENTED BY THE BURGEONING SYRIAN PETROLEUM SECTOR. 

2. THE CURRENT SYRIAN BUDGET AND THE FORTHCOMING FOURTH FIVE 
YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLAN (1976-80) PUT HEAVY EMPHASIS ON EXPLORA- 
TION AND DEVELOPMENT OF SYRIA'S OIL RESERVES, THE MAJOR ECONO- 
MIC MAINSTAY OF THIS COUNTRY'S RAPIDLY EXPANDING AND MORE LIBER- 
AL ECONOMY. AS YOU KNOW. SYRIA HAS RECENTLY SIGNED THREE NEW 
AGREEMENTS FOR PETROLEUM EXPLORATION, ONE WITH THE U.S. 

FIRM TRIPCO. 

3. OTHER AMERICAN COMPANIES HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING CONCESSION 
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AND MINERAL RESOURCES AND OFFICIALS OF HIS MINITRY. I UNDER- 
STAND THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF AMOCO HAVE ALSO VISITED DAMASCUS 
IN RECENT WEEKS BUT IT HAS NOT YET BEEN MY PLEASURE TO MEET 
THEM. I AM CABLING YOU DIRECTLY REGARDING AMOCO'S INTEREST IN 
WORKING IN SYRIA AS PRESIDENT ASAD HAS MENTIONED YOUR COMPANY 
TO ME PERSONALLY. HE AND MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM OFFICIALS GIVE 
EVERY INDICATION OF THEIR INTEREST IN HAVING AMOCO WORK IN 
SYRIA. HOWEVER, THEY CLAIM THAT AMOCO IS REQUESTING TWICE 
THE FINANCIAL BENEFITS CONTAINED IN THE RECENTLY 
SIGNED TRIPCO AGREEMENT AND TWICE THE BENEFITS PAID TO 
FOREIGN OIL COMPANIES OPERATING IN EGYPT. 

4. 1 REALIZE THERE ARE COMPLEX ECONOMIC FACTORS 
THAT DETERMINE AN OIL COMPANY'S POSITION ON SUCH MATTERS, BUT 
SINCE THE PRESIDENT HAS BROUGHT THIS TO MY ATTENTION, I 
BELIEVE IT IS MY DUTY TO INFORM YOU. SHOULD YOU YOURSELF 
DECIDE TO COME HERE TO REVIEW THIS BUSINESS OPPOR- 
TUNITY, I KNOW FROM THE VISITS HERE OF SENIOR OFFICIALS OF 
U.S. FIRMS THAT YOU WOULD RECEIVE A VERY WARM WELCOME FROM 
THE SYRIANS. MY STAFF AND I STAND READY TO ASSIST YOU IN 
ANY WAY. SINCERELY, /S/ RICHARD W. MURPHY, AMBASSADOR. 

MURPHY 
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